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Hitting the high notes isn't any easier two miles above sea level. Members of the UAH choir
toss a few notes to the wind at Jungfraujoch, Switzerland, the highest rail stop in Europe.

Cool
A patriotic July 4 finale in Osthammar

Hot jazz
Jazz and Scandinavia might seem to
go together like collards and pickled herring,
but that didn't stop the UAH jazz ensemble
from rocking jazz and music festivals in
Scandanavia last summer. Led by Don
Bowyer, the group performed for the
Osthammars Musikvecka (music week in
Sweden's Osthammar Kommun [county]),
and the Alandia Jazz Festival in
Mariehamn, Finland. Following are
excerpts from the group's "official" diary.
Continued on page 14

UAH's choir sang both scheduled and
impromptu concerts at several cathedrals
during its two-week concert tour of Europe
this spring. Led by Director Bonnie Sneed,
the choir rocked audiences in four countries.
Folbwing are excerpts from trip diaries
kept by Sneed and members of the choir.

April 28, travel day
We did a warm-up for our concerts
when we met three sisters from Stras
bourg, France, who had been visiting
the U.S. When they found out where
we were headed, they requested a song.
So we sang for everyone in the Air
France terminal.
— Dr. Bonnie Sneed

April 29, Dusseldorf, Germany
Major Cultural Experience #1: Onethird of our luggage was sucked into the

voca...
void by the gremlins of airport routing.
Next stop will be the chocolate museum, so
I can throw away all my cares with sugar!
We just finished singing "Daemon."
Appropriate, don't you think? This piece
is in Latin and is all about the devil
playing around and causing trouble. We
sang it right in the middle of the airport.
Well, not the middle but at, you guessed
it, the luggage return (or non-return).
— Tammy Wenslow,
'01, engineering
What more could a tired and bedrag
gled group ask for than free chocolate
samples? We ate our way through the
(Chocolate Museum and Factory) and
then Heather Davies, our tour guide, was
asked if we would sing.
This was the way the trip evolved.
People would find out we were a choir
from America, and they would ask us to
sing. So we did.
Continued on page 7
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THE UNIVERSITY OF A
UAH's first "official" class ring was unveiled this fall at

\BAMA HUNTSVILLE
students and alumni, a constant reminder of the many

ceremonies on campus.
The official UAH class ring honors both the past and the

memories and friendships built during your time at UAH.

future with symbols of elegance, history and beauty. Morton
Hall, the first building on the UAH campus, reminds us of

ring as an emblem of your accomplishment. When you wear
it you show others your pride in your university and remind

the university's roots and of the many traditions that have

yourself of your lifetime connection to your alma mater.

been carried forward into the present.
The profile of the university's official mascot, the Charger,

and delivery before Christmas may still be available.

represents courage, tenacity, strength, spirit, dedication and

For additional information, contact the bookstore at

intelligence. The Charger is a powerful symbol of UAH

(256) 824-6600.

As a UAH alumnus you earn the right to wear this official

Orders are being accepted through the UAH Bookstore
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Letters to the editor
Dear Phil:

I enjoyed your Summer 2001 UAH Alumni
News. I was a member of the 1968 graduating
class, the first observed at UAH. My degree is
signed by Dr. Rose, and reads from "the
University of Alabama." I first attended UAH
at the then Butler High School.
My son, Morris W. Schroder, Jr., is attending
UAH and is a senior in computer Engineering.
I am retired from civil service and now work
for Morgan Research Corporation as a senior
engineer.
Thanks,
Morris W. (Bill) Schroder, Sr.

Dear Phil:

Your summer edition arrived in this faraway
place, and I have read your brave account of
UAH's history with great interest. It is long
overdue, and I hope (Dr. Andrew) Dunar's oral
history project, will soon provide a comprehen
sive account. We "ole-timers" who remember
the beginning and near beginnings won't be
around forever.
I was chair of the facilities committee to
write the first report for (Southern Association
of Colleges and Schools) accreditation. Then I
learned that Morton Hall was designed to look
like Tuscaloosa due to Dean Morton's tradition
al desires. Huntsvillians — space and rocket
folks — wanted a very modern look. In fact,
the roof is designed to be easily detached,
allowing modification and a modern look for
the building.
The picture of Morton
Hall on page 11 was taken
in December 1966, the first
annual wreath lighting and
carol sing that I instigated
(modeled after an event we
had at the University of
Texas). About 300 attend
ed. My 30-voice UAH

choir was complemented with a brass quartet.
The temps were right at freezing, so if I didn't
keep my trombone slide moving it would start
to freeze up. Harold Steele, the director of
evening classes in
Morton Hall, played a
"mean" trumpet. The
four-foot wreath was
made by my choir stu
dents; later we enlarged
to an eight-foot wreath
when the event was
transferred to the court
yard of the General
Classroom Building (now
Roberts Hall).
I remember the choir singing for the
Madison Hall dedication (page 13), a nice day
in May 1967. We had no place to perform on
campus, so (we) did our first concert at Lee
High School.

For several years as music chair I employed
Deonne Collins to teach creative dance (not
ballet) classes. They were very successful; she
was a marvelous, creative individual and
teacher. That's her (on page 20) in the white
blouse, with students probably outside on the
patio of Roberts Hall.
I've said more than anyone would want
to read. I know some college campuses have a
"Founder's Hall." I now can see why.
D. Royce Boyer
Jackson, Miss.
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What better way to slide into a new fall semester than with a face full of water? Students new and old were welcomed to
campus this fall with a full slate of activities. Frosh Most is designed to be a "get acquainted" time for UAH's new students.
(UAH photo by Susan CarlsonI

Miscreants and malefactors beware; a new
security system that went on-line at UAH
this fall will make your nefarious activities
substantially less private. Seven video cam
eras installed around the residence halls
and the Salmon Library keep watch over
parking lots and walkways 24 hours a day.
The first step in what will become a wider
campus network, these surveillance cameras
are linked by fiber optic cable to monitors
and videotape recorders at the campus
police dispatcher's office.

When a crowd surfer wipes out, does he have to fight an undertow?
The New Orleans-based rock quartet Cowboy Mouth had 'em standing
in the aisles during an on-campus concert in August. Well, it was an
outdoor concert between the Salmon Library and the Central Campus
Residence Hall, so everyone was standing and there weren't any aisles.
But it was a great concert and a jammin' crowd.
(UAH photo by Susan Carlson)

Salmon Library adds new wing
A critical element of today's knowledge-based
economy is access to information.
That's why UAH spent $2.9 million to
expand and enhance the M. Louis Salmon
Library, according to Dr. Wilson Luquire, dean
of the library.
"The Salmon Library is now one of the most
cutting-edge facilities of its kind in the U.S.,"
said Luquire. "Electronic access, not ownership,
is the name of the game now. We continue to
expand our e-access remarkably for a rather
small university library."
The library's new 27,000-square-foot wing
houses the library's new "information arcade"
and five computer labs, which provide more
than 200 PCs with Internet2 access to the
world, including over 40,000 libraries in 76
countries.
The library provides access to more than
20,000 on-line, full-text journals, 250 premium
paid databases, more than 15,000 electronic
books, more than 100,000 journals and 10
million books in an agreement with the
University of Illinois, plus access to all materials
in the Alabama university community.
Major gifts from Huntsville-based companies
SIRSI Corp. and SCI Systems, Inc., help the
library offer top-notch technical services to the

university community. A third gift — three
sculptures donated to the library by jewelry
designer and entrepreneur Kathy Chan, '79,
'81 — will be on permanent display in the
new foyer.

From work stations in the new
information arcade, students can
access data from around the world.

John Nichols, a freshman biology major from Madison, gets a workout in the weight room at the new UAH University Fitness
Center. At the same time, other students, right, get a cardiovascular workout in the pool. The many facilities available at the new
center are open to students, faculty, staff and the community. The center is waiving its $50 registration fee and offering a dis
counted monthly membership fee to members of the UAH Alumni Association.

Fred Gray, far left, an
attorney for both Rosa
Parks and Martin
Luther King, and
photographer Charles
Moore were two
of the guest lecturers
takina part in "The
Civil Rights Movement
in Alabama," a 13week lecture series
sponsored by UAH
and Alabama A&M.
Gray, who was one of
the organizers of the
Montgomery bus
boycott, is also the
author of "Bus Ride
to Justice." A
photographer at a
Montaomery newspa
per when King rose to
prominence, Moore
became a freelance
photographer whose
pictures of the civil
rights movement were
published in "Life"
magazine.

UAH adding M.S.
program in software
engineering
A new graduate program to prepare software
engineers has been approved and will soon be in place
at UAH.
"This is a very high demand area," said Dr. Philip
Richards, chairman of UAH's Computer Science
Department. "We have people in our M.S. program
who are interested in switching to this. Even before
the word got out, we had people asking about this
program.
"Industry wants better prepared software developers."
Offered jointly through the computer science and
computer engineering departments, the Master's of
Science in software engineering program will focus on
the engineering, management, technical and scientific
skills and knowledge needed to develop and manage
large software projects.
"We've been teaching software engineering courses
for a long time," said Richards. "The field has just
matured to the point that we can offer a whole degree
in that area."

UAH's chapter of Alpha Tau Omega fraternity was named
the top ATO chapter in the country this fall. The group
was cited for its academic excellence and for its active
participation in several campus and community activities,
including the annual Christmas Charities Year Round
canned food drive (above).
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fundraiser to help needy families in the
city.
We sang for a full house ... The singers
gave their all and the concert was a
stunning success. We made many friends
in Aachen and the cultural exchange
between the Alabamians and the people
in Aachen was one of the highlights of
the trip.
— Sneed

}h

May 1, Strasbourg, Germany

Dr. Bonnie Sneed, left, leads the choir in an impromptu concert at the chocolate museum in Koln.

Cool vocals

We stormed another cathedral.
Heather got us permission to sing two
songs and the sacristan asked for three
more after that, specifically for an
American spiritual. This was a bittersweet
time for many of us. David Graves, late
chair of the music department, spoke
fondly and often of Strasbourg, and it is
due to him that we are here.
— Richard Sneed, bass
& sound engineer

Continued from page 1

It was great fun to perform in the
glassed atrium of the chocolate museum.
The acoustics were great.
— Sneed

April 30, Cologne, Germany
What a way to start the trip. When I
saw the Cologne cathedral I was amazed,
but nothing could describe once you walk
through the doors. The beauty, the time,
and the thought that went into every
inch. The stained glass was so beautiful
and captivating.
— Kara Kay, '04, soprano

Shelli Hill, a senior music education major,
prays tour guide at a spa luncheon honoring
the choir.

The Cologne cathedral was
overwhelming. Being able to
sing in such a spiritual and
amazing place made me cry
through every song.
— Paula Holcomb, '03, soprano
The Aachen Cathedral is
very beautiful. When the choir
sang in there it was so exqui
site. You could feel the spirit
everywhere.
— Rodena Tharpe, '01, alto
After a walking tour of
Aachen we sang in the
cathedral, which is where
Charlemagne was crowned
Holy Roman Emperor in the
ninth century. We sang
Signs in storefronts in Strasbourg, France, promoted
the UAH choir's concert.
"Cruicifixus," "Alleluia" and
"Do Not I Love Thee" as a
There are few experiences as fulfilling,
warm-up for tonight's concert.
rewarding and exciting to me as cathedral
Dr. Sneed said we were considered
"crashing" (singing an unscheduled
ambassadors from Huntsville and they
concert). To walk into a cathedral, asking
were treating us like royalty. The pressure
and receiving permission to sing a "couple
is on for us to sing well! We need to do
songs," and wind up performing half our
our very best performance for these
repertoire in front of an excited, enthusi
gracious people.
— Jamie Clay, '97, alto astic group of worshippers and tourists. It
was one of our most emotional concerts.
Doc, Richard and I took off for the
The Aachen tourism people arranged
cathedral roof, merely 330 steps away.
for us to sing in St. Michael's Church.
The president of the Lion's Club ...
After the 509 steps of Cologne this was
explained that we would be singing for a
easy. Blowing past people on the narrow
Continued on page 9

Preparing to cross into Switzerland, the only time the choir was asked to show its passports.

Continued from page 7

spiral staircase — we only had 10 minutes — we charged up the steps, burst out
on the tower roof and squeezed off a few
snapshots. With pictures taken, we ran
down the steps, and emerged on the
street ten minutes after beginning the
climb. Not bad.
— Brian McAlister, baritone

We did get to perform in the cathedral,
but our big concert was that evening in
Pierre Le Jeune Church. It was quite
different from Aachen. The acoustics
were so live we almost had to whisper.
We had a small audience and they didn't
applaud after any of our songs. It was
unnerving after the huge response we
had in Aachen. But once the concert was
finished, their applause was thunderous.
Just another cultural experience!
— Sneed

May 2, en route to Interlocken

May 3, the Alps

We scheduled a morning stop in
Freiburg, Germany, and an afternoon
stop in Basel, Switzerland, before arriving
in Interlaken.
In Freiburg we got to sing in the cathe
dral. We let loose with some Southern
spirituals and they loved it!
Basel was fantastic but different. We
had a more difficult time getting permis
sion to sing in this cathedral, but by now
Heather was on a roll. I think one of our
(UAH choir) compact disks was all it
took to get permission.
The Basel cathedral is small, but beau
tiful in its lack of ornamentation. We
were allowed to sing our Latin pieces.
Then we spent the rest of the time
exploring the tombs, the roof and the
town.

Today the bus took us to Grindelwald
Grunt to meet the train. We switched
trains about halfway up the Alps. We
were in a tunnel for the most part after
this. When we could see out, the view
was amazing. As we came up on the snow
line, you could still see the green villages
beneath. The further up the mountain
we went, the less green we saw. After a

— Sneed

The concert at Eglise de St. Pierre le
Jeune was strange. The audience didn't
clap at all until after we took a break.
Angela said perhaps they weren't sure
when to clap, or maybe since we were
singing in a church they didn't want to
clap out of respect. Who knows. It's all a
cultural experience!
— Melanie Payne,
'01 music education, soprano

Dr. Sneed talked about cathedralcrashing, and it sounded like a great idea.
I'm into the church thing. I'm a liturgist.
So I thought I was ready for the cathedral
thing.
I was wrong.
— Caroline Sampson,
'01 oboe performance, alto
Senior Brooke McClaran found sunglasses
superfluous inside the train tunnel into
the Alps.

Take a choir on a tour and what's going to happen? Singing, this time inside the ice Palace. (Yes, the walls, roof and floor are ice. It's a
tunnel dug into a glacier.)

while, all we could see was snow and
mountains. It was beyond beautiful.
When we arrived at the "Top of
Europe" (almost 12,000 feet up) the air
was so thin I felt very faint several times.
It was a really strange feeling, but I wasn't
about to let it ruin this experience!
We ate a great lunch, then went to the
ice palace. It amazed me that I was visit
ing the middle of a glacier. The ice statues
were wonderful. We stepped out on the
roof long enough to take pictures. You had
a really limited area of sight and the wind
would almost blow you over. We almost
lost Brooke.
— Michell Flack
'01 music education, soprano

M a y 5, Milan
I am in Italy. I made it Grandpa
Criscuolo. In every cathedral I am
lighting a candle for Dr. G.
We got to sing six pieces in the
Strasbourg cathedral. Now we can say
we crashed the Duomo in Milan. That is
the kind of thing that changes a person.
I even got to take the Eucharist in the
mass before our "concert."

10

I can't believe these things are
happening to me. Yesterday I ran in a field
surrounded by the Alps. Today in Milan I
climbed the most beautiful cathedral I
have ever seen (so far). Tomorrow I am
going to sing a mass at San Marco in
Venice. And the best part is that I can do
all these things with the best group of
people I know.
How am I going to top this?
— Kristen Baskewicz
'02 music education, soprano

There were several of us from the
choir's '97 Europe tour who sang in the
great cathedral of Milan, and we desper
ately wanted to sing in there again.
Heather said she rather doubted Milan
would let us do an impromptu concert, as
they were very strict. When we told them
it was four years to the day that we sang a
Sunday night mass in the cathedral, they
reluctantly allowed us a brief moment to
sing just off the nave.
They were concluding a prayer service
and they said as long as we only sang in
Latin and didn't disrupt anything, we
could do two pieces. Well, after our first
piece two people tried to applaud! I had

Sometimes the best photos are outside
the train.

to motion them to stop. We didn't want
to be kicked out!
We kept singing until we exhausted our
sacred repertoire. We snuck in an English
piece or two. One elderly nun came up to
me with tears in her eyes when it was
over and said it was like hearing the
voice of angels. One family was there
from Atlanta and said how proud they
were to be Americans.
It was an emotional moment.
Afterward our bus took us to catch the
boat that took us to our hotel in Venice.
— Sneed

May 6, Venice

Members of the choir making their
second trip to the Duomo in Milan stop
during a tour of\ why not?, the roof.
(It's a choir thing.)

We began the day by singing for the
Sunday morning mass at St. Mark's
Cathedral. Some of the pieces I chose for
our tour included composers who worked
and conducted in St. Mark's in the 17th
and 18th centuries. Performing this music
in the place where it was written and
intended to be performed was a musical
high.
The choir was well received and the
sacristan was very complimentary. We
sang an Italian love song for him after the
mass in one of the inner courtyards of the
basilica.

Outside the entrance to the basilica we
sang our American spirituals to an audi
ence in the square. We spent the rest of
the day walking around the city. We sang
next to the Rialto bridge and had many
people in the crowds ask us for more.
— Sneed

May 7, Venice
The professor (me) decided it was time
to do an official and planned music and
art history portion of the tour. Several
students and I went to find Vivaldi's
church and Monteverdi's tomb. We had a
marvelous day, found all that we were
looking for and some things we weren't.
The Church of the Frari, where
Monteverdi is buried, has Titian's
"Assumption of the Virgin" on the main
altar. It has paintings by Tintoretto and a
host of other well-known masterpieces
scattered throughout the building, and
they are just hanging there. No protective
glass, no admission lines. It is just another
church in Venice.
Next tour, we must bring the choir to
this place to sing!
— Sneed

Senior Shelli Hill conducts the choir at an impromptu concert at the Duomo in Milan. The choir also performed here four years ago.
11

Before an appreciative Sunday morning crowd in the main plaza of Venice -- the square of San Marco -- the UAH choir lets rip
with a traditional American spiritual.

Led by senior Michell Flack, the choir performs in Latin for the 11 a.m Sunday Mass at San Marco Cathedral in Venice.
12

May 8, travel day
We arrived on time in Paris, our final
stop of the tour. We have only one
concert scheduled, in Chartres the day
after tomorrow.
— Sneed

May 9, Paris
"Hey y'all" is our British guide's
favorite expression now.
— C. Brooke McClaran
'01 piano performance, soprano
With my trusty credit card I scored a
nice suit for 700F ($100 U.S.). Sweet. All
of my power shopping has tired me out.
— Bud Tamburo,
'01 trumpet performance, baritone
We did get to sing in Notre Dame,
thanks to Heather. The singing was
marvelous.
As we began to sing, the workers who
were fixing something up on the altar
stopped and put down their tools. Then,
slowly, starting from behind the choir,
they turned on the lights one by one,
coming from the back until the choir
itself was lit. It was a stunning effect, one
which only the director and the audience
got to experience.
— Sneed

We crashed Notre Dame, for some of
us, the second time. We got such a warm
reception! It felt magical when the lights
turned on behind us in mid-song; we
knew that we were welcome then, maybe
even honored guests. What a wonderful
feeling!
Apparently May 9 is national pick
pocket day. Mama Borshay got picked
off at the top of the Eiffel Tower and
Peigi and I foiled a clumsy pick-pocket
attempt on the Metro. I almost clocked
that thieving urchin, but decided "Huge
American Assaults Small French Girl"
was not a headline I wanted to see
bandied about on the news, since there
would have been no proof she was trying
to rob me. Sigh. Vive la France!
— Joshua Olive,
'01 English, tenor

May 10, Chartres
Before dinner we were interviewed by
the local radio station ... After dinner we
met in the catacombs of the cathedral
and quietly warmed up — literally. The
place was freezing cold and we could see
our breath while we sang.
The audience was wonderful and loved
everything we did. The singers couldn't
see it, but while they were singing I could
see their breath in the blue-black lighting
of the cathedral. It was very atmospheric.
We were interviewed again, this time
by the local newspaper. We sold our
compact disks and turned the proceeds
over to help in the cathedral restoration.
It was the last concert of the tour and a
great success.
— Sneed

May 11, Paris
As president of the choir for this tour I
have had a great time. I not only can say
that, but I can say that I have seen the
world. Everyone is having a great time.
I've gotten to see the locals and be in
their world.
— Carolyn Smith,
'03 music, alto

J. Bud Tamburo, a senior music major,
dressed for "warm ups" in the frigid
catacombs of Chartres Cathedral

Members of the UAH choir visited several
museums during their tour, including the
Rodin museum in Paris.

We gathered for our last European
moments that evening with a touristybut-fun dinner cruise down the Seine.
As we were finishing the last 30 minutes,
the sun set. The City of Lights is well
named.
What a marvelous way to end a
fabulous tour.
— Sneed

May 12, coming home
This has been an absolutely amazing
tour. Getting to sing in Chartres or the
cathedral in Aachen or any of the other
places: incredible. What a gift Dr. Sneed
has given us. The "first concert" on the
glacier, in icy cold, high wind and with
the most incredible view in the world is
an experience I will never forget. And
singing for mass in San Marco; I'm not all
that religious in a conventional sense, but
it was an incredibly spiritual experience.
Through music, we all experienced
Europe in a way that few get a chance to.
— Walter Freeman,
'03 physics, tenor
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Hot jazz
Continued from page 1

also the host of one of their premiere
universities, and a really fun college town.

Sunday, July 1
Today was an easy, relaxing day before
the concert series begins tomorrow. We
had individual days with our host families
and met in Oregrund for dinner at the
Krogarpizza.
Oregrund is a beautiful little harbor
town on the Baltic Sea:

Monday, July 2
Jammin' at the Glenn Miller Cafe

Thursday, June 28
Arrived in Stockholm only 15 minutes
late ... The gate attendants in New York
told us that five of our group did not have
seats, but all seats were full. They said
they would "try" to work something out.
They managed to get us all here anyway.
After a 90-minute bus ride, we met the
host families in Osthammar around 11
a.m., and split up to move in. The weather
was gorgeous: 70's and sunny, with a light
breeze off the Baltic.
At 6 p.m. everyone assembled at Roger
(Berg, director of music in the Osthammar
Kommun public schools) and Ewa's for a
picnic and some lawn games, including a
spirited Kubb match.
The party lasted until the sun set —
around 11 p.m.

Friday, June 29
We began with a perfect rehearsal at 10
a.m. The Swedish equipment we have bor
rowed is excellent.
A welcome lunch followed the rehearsal,
after which we broke up for a few hours of
down time.
At 5 p.m. we embarked on a two-hour
tour. It was beautiful, including the visit to
Vassaro, the "Scout Island," where we met
a Boy Scout from Ohio.
Following a nice dinner, we were warmly
welcomed at the Glenn Miller Cafe for an
evening of fun and games.

Saturday, June 30
We met at the music school at 10:30
a.m. for a bus ride to Uppsala for a day of
sight-seeing and culture appreciation.
Uppsala is Sweden's fourth-largest city,
only slightly smaller than Huntsville. It is
14

Our first concerts! Today we met at the
music school at 10 a.m. to load the truck
with equipment and head to Osterbybruk
for a concert at 1 p.m. After several days
of nothing but eating, everyone seemed
ready to play.

session at his bar tonight. He then placed
signs around town advertising the
"American trombone legend Don Bowyer
and friends."
He doesn't realize that no one knowing
ly attends a trombone concert.
Later in the afternoon, Roger took a few
people out into the Baltic on his sailboat.
Finally, we had dinner at the Glenn
Miller Cafe and then held a jam session.
The Circus Maximus was in town, so
many of them came over after their
performance. One of their clowns played
trumpet with us.

Wednesday, July 4
We spent our Independence Day in
Alunda and Osthammar. We played on a
sidewalk in Alunda at 1 p.m.
Finally, at 6 p.m., we had our biggest
(and final) Swedish concert at a park in
Osthammar. There were more than 200
people there for the concert and an
American-style barbecue (chicken).

Thursday, July 5

Taking a bow in Hargshamn

The concert went well, in spite of a
little too much sun on Don's head.
After another dinner we had our second
concert. This one was at an outdoor dance
hall.

We met at the Osthammar Music
School at 8 a.m. for a one-hour drive
to Grissleham. From there we took a
two-hour ferry ride to Eckero, in the
Aland Islands of Finland. From there we
took a 30 minute bus ride to Mariehamn,
several islands away but completely
connected by bridges. Along the way,
we lost one hour in a time change, and
several more in sitting around waiting for
the next car/boat/bus, etc. By the time we
were checked into the Hotell Adlon, it
was around 3 p.m. Finnish time.
The highlight of the ferry ride was
probably the traditional Swedish smorgSsbord. With seafood prepared in almost
every imaginable way, and lots of potatoes,
vegetables, ham, and reindeer meat, it was
quite a feast for the middle of the day.

Tuesday, July 3
The day began with
another good concert,
this one in Hargshamn.
Of course, this was not
until after the entire
band gave Don a hard
time about posters that
had appeared overnight
around Osthammar. Uffe,
the owner of the Glenn
Miller Cafe, had agreed
to let us hold a jam

Trombone legend Don Bowyer leads the band

Guntersville couple endows scholarship
From the Advertiser-Gleam
Guntersville, Alabama

Erwin Hanifl

He didn't like us to use his first name. He wrote lots of
letters to be printed in the Advertiser-Gleam but insisted
that each of them be signed simply "Hanifl." His first name
never appeared in the paper until his death 19 years ago.
Now his name will be part of scholarships that will be
awarded every year from now on to Guntersville High
School graduates — the Erwin and Alberta Hannifl
Scholarships.
He and his wife, who died last year at age 95, had no
children of their own. But they took a special interest in
young people and they believed strongly in education.
$447,000 of their money will provide scholarships each
year for GHS graduates attending Auburn University and
The University of Alabama in Huntsville ...
The Hanifls moved to Guntersville in 1970 after
retiring in Osceola, Indiana. He had been a State Farm
agent. She had been a personnel manager at J.C. Penney's.
He died in 1982 at the age of 77. Both he and his wife
donated their bodies for research at the University
of Alabama at Birmingham.
In her will Mrs. Hanifl endowed scholarships at Auburn
and UAH. She chose those colleges although neither she
nor her husband had any connection with either of them.
"They were always studying and reading," said their
former Browns Creek neighbor, Marie Rice. "They had
seen kids who needed to go to college but couldn't afford
to, and they wanted to help kids like that.
"And they wanted it to be used locally. They found this
perfect place to retire, and they wanted to help kids from
here."

Friday, July 6
We shared the opening concert of the
Alandia Jazz Festival. The concert began at
noon with a local big band, and we played
from 1:30 to about 2:15. This was our last
concert of the tour, and it may have been
the best!
After the concert, we taxied to the ferry,
ferried back to Grissleham, and bussed to
Stockholm, where we checked into the
LSngholmen Hostel at about
10 p.m.

Saturday, July 7
Stockholm, a city of almost one
million people, is built on bunch of islands
in the mouth of a river. Many of the islands
are small, and all the major ones are
connected by bridges and subways. Most
of the band started the day with a visit to
Stockholm's Gamla Stan, or "Old Town" in

- GLENN MILLER
BAR & MATSAL

4

Dr.irralBggatoB It), Irf

46 <VSTHAMMA.R.

gastas tisdag den 3 juli kl ll.OO
av den amerikanska trambotilegendaren

v *
•

DON BOWYER

\ ^: and friends
Tra'garn - Pub - Hatsal

Villtotina tlil maftrogen del sdngtf om!

fyj o Utfe

English. This includes the Royal Palace and
the Great Cathedral.
In the afternoon, we met most of the
group for a boat tour around the islands.
Later, we visited the Vasa Museum,
Scandinavia's number one tourist
attraction. The Vasa was a Swedish
warship that was designed to be the most
advanced of its day. It was built between
1626 and 1628, and launched in August
of 1628.

Alberta Hanifl

It sank before it got out of the harbor,
although the engineers would never admit
it was their fault. In 1961, it was discovered
in terrific condition and brought up. It was
brought on land and a museum was built
around it.

Sunday, July 8
More sightseeing and general tourist
activities, followed by a farewell group
dinner at Mosebacke restaurant.
The dinner was a smaller smorgasbord
than on the ferry to Aland, but with an
even nicer view from the top of a hilltop on
one of Stockholms islands.

Monday, July 9
Final Day! Most of the day was pretty
uneventful, moving from airplane to
airport to airplane to airport to airplane to
airport.
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UAH alumna
aboard the
Icelandic

#

Tracy and a
few of the
ice cubes left
behind when a
volcano melted
a qlacier.

Using a special shovel that removes a standard volume of snow,
Leah Tracey evaluates the snowpack as part of the investigation
of an avalanche in the interior of Iceland. She found that the
snow from the avalanche was deposited in a single storm.

It's getting close to winter, especially near the Arctic Circle.
And during this time of year a substantial number of people in
Iceland hope the data gathered and analyzed by Leah Tracy, '98, is
accurate enough to help them avoid a catastrophe.
For three years Tracy has been creating, updating and improving
avalanche hazard maps for the Icelandic Meteorological Office,
identifying areas where avalanches might occur and the conditions
that might lead to them.
Avalanches are a serious problem in Iceland. Two avalanches
in 1995 killed 34 people in two towns in northwestern Iceland.
"After the accidents, a comprehensive zoning effort was begun
by the government of Iceland," said Tracy. Up to that point,
avalanche maps used only data from previous snowslides. "I have
developed and manage a specialized graphical information system
that stores avalanche outlines, model calculations, field data and
so forth in an attempt to identify risk areas. The risk is then
managed through land use planning, evacuations and protective
structures.
"The avalanche situation in Iceland is somewhat unique,"
Tracy said. "Iceland is an island and the towns are situated around
the outer edge. The interior is volcanic ash. The most severe
avalanche danger is in small fishing villages on small pieces of land
between the mountains and the ocean.
"Unlike alpine regions where a snowpack grows throughout the
winter and avalanche danger is maximum in the spring, in Iceland
the avalanche danger begins in October and continues through
April or May."
Being stuck in the middle of the North Atlantic means Iceland
is subject to two weather extremes: Extreme precipitation and
extreme temperature shifts.
"In general terms, that means that whatever snow is in the
mountains could begin to melt at any time," she said. "And the
amount of snow needed to trigger an enormous avalanche can be
deposited in a couple of hours.
"Because dangerous conditions can develop in such a short
time, our efforts focus on zoning, evacuations, and protective
structures."
(A snow dam built above one of the towns hit in 1995 has
deflected two avalanches since it was finished in 1998.)
Gathering material for her database "hasn't been all computer
work," Tracy said. "My work has taken me to many communities
around Iceland to measure avalanches and investigate the risk of
possible avalanches. Many Icelanders tell me that I have seen
more of Iceland than they have."
One of the places she visited was the site of a event that shows
the kinds of extremes seen in Iceland.
"A couple of years ago a volcano erupted under a glacier," she
said. "They knew for three days that the volcano was erupting
before it finally burned through and launched ash into the air.
"The flood finally came about a month later. The melted water
hurst through the side of the glacier, creating for three days the
third largest river in the world. And in the flood were icebergs the
size of small (office) buildings."
A bow paddler in UAH's 1996 national championship concrete
canoe team, Tracy has continued her interest in water sports. She
and her husband, Hakon Halldorsson, are part of a group that
builds sea kayaks.
— Phil Gentry
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Wifh pep band member Doug Childs looking on, sophomore
guard Chrystalle Duncan of Huntsville takes aim during Midnight
Madness festivities at Spragins Hall kicking off the official start of
basketball practice for both the UAH men's and women's teams.
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Lesley Davis, a sophomore from
Saraland, Ala. has her game face painted on as
she races across Sharon Johnson Park in an early
season cross country meet. Ranked as high as
fourth in the Southeastern region this fall,
UAH's women's cross country team finished
second in the Gulf South Conference
championship. The UAH men's team
finished third.

Forward Emily Holder, a freshman from Lenoir City,
Tenn., pushes the ball down field in an early season
game against Ouachita Baptist at Charger Field. After
setting a single season record by winning 12 games, the women's
soccer team also won a spot in the Gulf South Conference Tournament by
finishing third in the GSC East Division. The Lady Chargers finished the regular
season with a 12-4-1 record.
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UAH Men's Basketball 2001-2002
Remaining Home Schedule

UAH Women's Basketball 2001-2002
Remaining Home Schedule

Date
DECEMBER
1
8
15
17
JANUARY
2
14
19
28
FEBRUARY
4
9
18
23
MARCH
2-3

Date
DECEMBER
1
8
JANUARY
8

Site

Opponent

Time

Home
Home
Home
Home

"Montevallo
Athens State
Tennessee Temple
Shorter

7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Home
Home
Home
Home

Arkansas Tech
Oakland City
"Valdosta State
"West Florida

7:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

Home
Home
Home
Home

"North Alabama
"West Georgia
"West Alabama
"Lincoln Memorial

7:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Tupelo, MS

GSC Tournament

14
19
28
FEBRUARY
4
9
18
23
MARCH
1-3

Site

Opponent

Time

Home
Home

"Montevallo
Martin Methodist

5 p.m.
5 p.m.

Home

7 p.m.

Home
Home
Home

Mississippi U.
for Women
Oakland City
"Valdosta State
"West Florida

5:30 p.m.
5 p.m.
5:30 p.m.

Home
Home
Home
Home

"North Alabama
"West Georgia
"West Alabama
"Lincoln Memorial

5:30 p.m.
5 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
5 p.m.

Tupelo, MS

Gulf South Conference Tournament

UAH Hockey 2001-2002
Remaining Home Schedule
Date
DECEMBER
28
29
JANUARY
4
5
FEBRUARY
8
9
MARCH
8
9
14
15
16

Site

Opponent

VBC
VBC

"Wayne State
"Wayne State

VBC
VBC

Minn. St.-Mankato 7:05 p.m.
Minn. St.-Mankato 7:05 p.m.

VBC
VBC

"Findlay
"Findlay

VBC
VBC
Niagara, NY
Niagara, NY
Niagara, NY

"Bemidji State
7:05
"Bemidji State
7:05
CHA Tournament TBD
CHA Tournament TBD
CHA Tournament TBD

Erin Denny, right, a senior
nursing major from St. Louis,
and Melissa Feldman, a
sophomore elementary
education major from Villa
Ridge, Mo., go for a block
in a Gulf South Conference
match at Spragins Hall.
UAH's volleyball team ranked
22nd in the nation at season's
end with a 23-7 record,
and won a spot in the GSC
championship tournament.
(UAH photo by Susan Carlson)

Time
7:05 p.m.
7:05 p.m.

7:05
7:05

GET A GRIP
Who says you can't use your hands in soccer?
Andrew LaVasser, a junior forward from Decatur,
Ala., finds his path impeded in a match against
Ouachita Baptist at Charger Field. The UAH men's
soccer team struggled to a fifth place finish in the
Gulf South Conference this fall.
(UAH photo by Susan Carlson)

MSFC names
Whitaker, '68,
chief of Science
Directorate

Dr. Ann F. Whitaker, '68 Ph.D., physics,
of Huntsville, has been named director of the
Science Directorate at NASA's Marshall Space
Flight Center.
As director, Whitaker, a 39-year veteran of
space science work at Marshall, supervises 700
scientists, technicians and staff employees.
"Science affects every aspect of our lives,"
Whitaker said. "This research ... is needed to
advance our nation's technology across a broad
spectrum. It's exciting to be part of those
activities."
Whitaker's NASA career began in 1963 as a
physicist in the former Propulsion and Vehicle
Engineering Lab, developing methods to predict
how materials are affected by exposure to the
space environment. She was named chief of
Marshall's Physical Sciences Branch in 1977,
chief of the Engineering Physics Division in
1984, and chief of the Project and
Environmental Engineering Division in 1993.
Whitaker also worked on the Saturn
program and a series of tests that helped glean
information on long duration exposure to the
space environment. Those test results are used
by engineers in determining which materials
will be used on the international space station.
She had been serving as the deputy director
of the Space Science Directorate since August

2000.
She and her husband John have one
daughter, Leann.

Class Notes
Terry Ragsdale, '75 B.A., psychology,
of Huntsville, is president of Plastic
Fusion Fabricators, the company he
co-founded.
Dr. Terry L. Bonds, '77 B.S.,
chemistry, of Jacksonville, Ala., is a
private practice optometrist. He is a past
president of the Alabama Optometric
Association. He and his wife Kim ShRee
have two children, Christian and Sean.
Dennis Q. Smith, '77 Ph.D., electri
cal engineering, is an associate professor
in the UAB School of Engineering. He
and his wife, Dr. Virginia A. Campbell,
'78 B.S., electrical engineering, live in
Pelham.
Joseph A. Auer, Jr., '78 M.S.,
physics, is president and owner of J Auer
Consulting Enterprises. He is chairman
of the Planetary Studies Foundation, an
educational counselor for MIT's
Educational Council, and an adjunct
professor of physics at Harper College.
He is a member of IEEE, the Rockford
Consultants' Network, the Association
of Proposal Management Professionals,
the Society of Cost Estimating and
Analysis, the Reserve Officers'
Association, AMVETS, the
Astronomical Society of the Pacific,
Friends of the Lowell Observatory, the
Planetary Society and the National
Space Society. He and his wife Teresa
live in Palatine, IL.
Jeffery N. Smith, '79 B.S., biology,
of Birmingham, is a laboratory manager
in the Chemical Biological Defense
Department at Southern Research
Institute. He writes: "My lab deals exclu
sively with chemical warfare agents,
monitoring methodology, protective
clothing testing and certification, and
decontamination methods. SRI devel
oped most of the methods the U.S.
Army uses to monitor for airborne agents
in the storage and demil facilities." He is
a member of the National Defense
Industrial Association. He has one
daughter, Virginia.
Jan Dowdle Thornton, '79 B.A.,
English, of Auburn, is director of the
Office of Technology Transfer at Auburn
University. She takes inventions coming
from research at Auburn, analyzes their
commercial potential, files for patent
protection, and markets the technology.
She is a member of the Junior League of
Lee County, the Alabama State Bar
Association, the Association of
University Technology Managers, and
the Auburn First Baptist Church. She
serves of the board of the Auburn Early
Education Center PTA. She and her
husband Mark have one son, John.
Ted B. Davis, '80 M.S., history, and

'93 M.S., industrial
& systems engineer
ing, of Athens, is a
software manager for
Boeing in Huntsville.
He and his wife
Cathy have two
daughters, Anna
Leigh and Kate, who
are both students at
UAT.
Jim Robison, '82 B.S.B.A.,
accounting, is a real estate agent with
ERA Ben Porter Real Estate in Decatur.
He and his wife Linda live in Decatur.
Mark L. Jones, '85 B.S., biology, of
Brownsboro, is an environmental analyst
for the city of Huntsville.
Tracy Lamm, '86 B.S.B.A.,
management, and '88 B.S.B.A.,
procurement, of Athens, is the senior
legislative affairs specialist for the
Government and Community Relations
Department at NASA's Marshall Space
Flight Center. He recently graduated
from NASA's 2000-2001 Professional
Development Program for future leaders.
He and his wife, Nancy, have two
children.
Jeff Lindner, ' 8 8 B.S., mechanical
engineering, is co-founder of Balance
Certified Golf with John Cranston, a
senior research scientist in UAH's
Center for Automation and Robotics.
The new company has developed a tech
nique to make golf putters more stable
and accurate. Lindner and his wife
Christelle, '94 M.S., mechanical engi
neering, live in Madison.
Mark E. Smith, '91, B.S.B.A., pro
curement, of Huntsville, is a sales engi
neer for Rep One. He and his wife
Amanda are expecting their first child
early next year.
Stanley Milton Smith, '92 B.S.,
chemistry, and '98 M.S.E., of
Huntsville, is a project engineer in the
Advanced Technology Directorate of the
U.S. Army's Space and Missile Defense
Technology Center. He has two children,
Bryan and Susan.
Dr. Mark Tafazoli, '93 B.S., chem
istry, has opened a family practice in
Hanceville. He attended medical school
at the American University of the
Caribbean — until a volcanic eruption
on Montserrat forced the the school's
evacuation. He finished his M.D. at
Wayne State University and did an
internship and residency at Baptist
Hospital in Montgomery. He and his
wife Lori have one daughter, Olivia.
Shannon Davis Johnson, '94 B.S.,
mechanical engineering, is a structural
test engineer at NASA's Marshall Space
Class Notes - continued on page 20
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Brian Garstang, '98, left, and Eddie Barnett watch a chip
shot in flight (it didn't go in the hole) during the 2001 UAH
Alumni Association golf tournament at Sunset Landing in
September. A little later, Rich Holloway, below, pondered a
pernicious putt. The tournament raised almost $4,500 for
the association's scholarship fund.

Class Notes - continued from page 19

Flight Center. She and her husband
James live in Cullman.
Jeannie Miller, '94 M.S., nursing, of
Hamilton, AL, is a family nurse practi
tioner at the Detroit Family Medical
Clinic in Lamar County.
Christina Olinger Semmens, '94
M.A., history, of Colorado Springs, CO.,
has written two historical fiction books
for children. "A Time for Courage" and
"March to Canada" were published by 1st
Books Library. A youth hockey coach,
she and her husband Paul have one son,
Sean.
Melissa Van Dyke, '97 M.S.,
engineering, of
Huntsville, is an
aerospace engineer at
NASA's Marshall Space
Flight Center. Her work Bji
Wm
involves developing
PPSl *•'
high-performance space
propulsion systems. She LH|
was the American
Institute of Aeronautics
and Astronautics
Region 11 aerospace engineer of the year
for 2000-2001.
2nd Lt. Richard Q. Wilson, Jr., '00,
B.S., aerospace & mechanical engineer
ing, received the Air Force & Navy out
standing trainee award, the Commander's
Cup, after completing classes at Lackland
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Air Force Base in October. He and his
wife Amy were in Texas pending his next
assignment.
Mollie Moore, '01, B.A., art, of
Huntsville, joined Media Fusion in May.

Faculty and staff
Christel L. McCanless has coauthored "Faberge Eggs: A Retrospective
Encyclopedia," which was published this
summer by Scarecrow Press. McCanless
was director of the UAH library in
1963-1964. (At that time the library
filled one room in Morton Hall.)

Deaths
Terry Lee Vandiver, '72, of Hampton
Cove, died Aug. 15, 2001. He was 55.
President of the UAH Alumni
Association in 1982-'83, he was a chief in
the Composites and Structures Division
of the Research Development and
Engineering Center at Redstone Arsenal.
He is survived by his wife Elaine; two
daughters, Melissa Vandiver of Atlanta
and Michelle Goddard of Meridianville;
and one son, David Vandiver of Auburn.
Phillip L. Muller, '74, of Huntsville,
was 73. An engineer with NASA and
USBI, he is survived by his wife
Lieselotte, and by two daughters,

Dr. Susan Muller Esneault of Huntsville
and Dr. Lisa Muller of Maryville, TN.
Dr. Charles E. Patty, Jr., '77 and
'83, of Huntsville, was 54. President
and CEO of CSP Research, Inc., he is
survived by his wife, Stephanie; one
daughter, Kira Patty, '96; and one son,
Charles Patty III of Huntsville.
Sandra Mitchell Hancock, '79, of
Huntsville, was 47. She is survived by
three daughters, Holly Danielle Hancock,
Savannah Leigh Hancock and April
Michelle Hancock, all of Fayetteville,
Tenn.
Linda Faye Ogle Smith, '81, of
Madison, was a psychiatric nurse at
North Alabama Regional Hospital
before retiring. She is survived by one
daughter, Sonya Brasher of Trussville, and
one son, Donald M. N. Smith II of
Ryland.
Jean Marc Plante, of Madison, was
31. He was director of promotions and
marketing in the UAH Athletic
Department. After playing ice hockey at
UAH for four years he worked in the
front office of several professional hockey
teams before returning to UAH. He is
survived by his wife, Valerie.
A memorial scholarship fund has
been established by the UAH Athletic
Department. For information, call the
Development Office at (256) 824-6504-

UAH Alumni Association President
Gregg Geis, '83, discusses the
association's scholarship programs
with Ann Hernandez, '84, right, and
Cindy Christopher at a Combined
Federal Campaign open house at the
Richard Shelby Center on Redstone
Arsenal. This is the first time UAH's
scholarship programs have participated
in the federal equivalent of the United
Way campaign. Geis was pointing out
that federal employees who support
UAH students through the CFC qualify
as active members of the UAH Alumni
Association.

Robinson's brick recalls pivotal moment
Roby Robinson was at a crossroads.
A part-time student at UAH in the early
1960s, he was so discouraged by the
"C's" he was getting in his classes that
he was seriously thinking about walking
away.
"I had Dr. Francis Roberts for history
and I told her I was considering quitting
because I was only getting C's," he
recalled recently. "She asked me, 'How
old are you?' I think I was 33. 'And how
long have you been out of high school?'
I guess it had been about 15 years.
"And she said, 'My gosh, a C is a
very good grade for someone who's been
out of school that long, and working a
full-time job,"' he said. "She gave me a
long lecture.
"It took me eleven years to get my
degree. Commencement in '72 was on
the lawn and I was on the last row. The
faculty was right behind us and Dr.
Roberts was there.
"I showed her my diploma and said, 'I

owe this to you.'"
Retired from the U.S. Army missile
school at Redstone Arsenal and living in
Birmingham since 1993, Robinson, '72
B.A., psychology, thought a paver in the
new UAH alumni pathway outside the
Salmon Library would be a fitting way to
show his appreciation.
Sponsored by the UAH Alumni

Association, proceeds from the sale
support alumni programs and services.
Pavers are available in 4-by-8-inch and
8-by-8-inch sizes at prices from $125 to
$500.
For more information, call the alumni
association at (256) 824-2586 or on-line
at http://www.uah.edu/alumni and click
on "commemorative pavers."
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Parvis e glanibus quercus
Dear Phil:
We were privileged to have some fantastic German professors whenI was a
student at UAH. Most of these teachers either worked with the German rocket
team or were married to members of the team.
While attending the Lunar Landing Celebration July 26, 1969, with my husband,
my German language teacher, Mrs. (Herta) Heller, greeted me and introduced me to
Mrs. Wernher von Braun. She was as warm, friendly, and unassuming as Mrs. Heller.
The conversation was about children, which made it easy even for me to follow.
Before leavingI mentioned that I wishedI could have Dr. von Braun's autograph,
but didn't want to bother him. Mrs. von Braun assured me that Dr. von Braun
enjoyed meeting people and giving his autograph.
We still treasure that little piece of history from the Lunar Landing Celebration
as well as the memories of meeting such down to Earth, gracious people.
Grace Custer Ebneter, '74

"One small step for

man,

me giant hap for mankind,"
Dear Phil:
Wet) Afmy&ona, July 20,1989

The photo on p. 15 (of the summer 2001 alumni news) shows UAH sculptor
Jeffrey Bayer in whatI would presume to be a sculpture class. He was at UAH
from the late '60s until his death in the early 1980's.
Dr. Philip Boucher
UAH History Dept.

Curing your e-mail blues
Worried about having to tell
everyone in the civilized world about
your new e-mail address every time
you change (pick one) employer,
assignment, Internet service provider,
office location, etc.?
The UAH Alumni Association can
make that problem go away forever
with its new FREE e-mail forwarding
program for UAH alumni.
Within minutes, you can have your
exclusive Your.Name@alumni.uah.edu
e-mail address that will forever elimi
nate the hassle of having to notify your
madding crowd of friends, family and
colleagues of every trivial move from
dot.com to dot.net.
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Instead, when you make the big
move from humongous.com to start
up.com (or vice versa), all it takes is
one visit to the UAH web site to tell
our computer your new address. Your
friends and family keep sending your
mail to alumni.uah.edu, and within
seconds our computer sends it
automatically to your new e-mail
address anywhere in the world.
Pretty cool, n'est-ce pas?
Alumni.uah.edu doesn't store your
messages. Think of it as a switch
board, routing your e-mail to its proper
destination.
You might think a big bureaucracy
like UAH would put up all sorts of

barriers and
hoops to clear
before you
could get your
very own e-mail
account to keep forever and ever.
Not so, intrepid electronic
communicator.
If you are an alumnus, all you
need is an Internet service provider
and an e-mail address, either at home
or work, palm pilot, cell phone,
whatever. To sign on, go to
http://www.uah.edu/alumni, click
on "E-mail Forwarding" and follow the
on-screen instructions. And you're
there!

You support students in every college at UAH when you buy
the limited edition, designer UAH automobile tag, which is on
sale at courthouses throughout Alabama.
In addition to announcing your pride in UAH, your
tax-deductible $50 fee supports student scholarships for deserving
young people attending UAH.
And it's so easy to get!
Option One: "Trade Up" on your annual renewal date by
writing "UAH Collegiate Tag" on your renewal notice and adding
$50 to the amount listed. But why wait? You can also use ...
Option TWO: Trade in your old tag for a UAH tag at any
time, and you won't lose credit for any of the taxes already paid!

What a d e a l !

